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ESSAY in.

THE AGE OF PROGRESS.

THEEE is no doubt that some of the most inventive,
most polite, and best instructed portions of the human
race are at present going through a stage of thought
which, if it stood by itself, would suggest that there
is nothing of which human nature is so tolerant, or
so deeply enamoured, as the transformation of laws
and institutions. A series of political and social
changes, which a century ago no man would have
thought capable of being effected save by the sharp
convulsion of Revolution, is now contemplated by the
bulk of many civilised communities as sxire to be
carried out, a certain number of persons regarding the
prospect with exuberant hope, a somewhat larger
number with equanimity, many more with indif-
ference or resignation. At the end of the last century,
a Revolution in France shook the whole civilised
world ; and the consequence of the terrible events
and bitter disappointments which it brought with it
was to arrest all improvement in Great Britain for